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Areas of Major Concern

A. To enhance students’ life competencies and enable them
to become self-requlated life-long learners

1. To enhance students’ life competencies through learning experiences
inside and outside classrooms

1.1 To build a strong reading culture and capacity through Reading across the
Curriculum (RaC) with multi-genres and themes in S.1-S.4

» The English and Biology Departments cooperated to prepare different reading
materials based on the same topic for S.4.

» A Humanities Week was co-organized by several subject departments and the
School Library (8-12 Nov 2021).

» The Geography Department issued a monthly magazine in collaboration with
the Geography Society.

» S.4 students taking the Chemistry elective read an article related to “Graphene”.

1.2 To build social competencies such as collaboration skills and communication skills
through project learning, gifted programmes and life-wide learning activities

» Project Learning has been introduced in S.1 Mathematics.
» Life-wide learning activities / workshops have been conducted, including:

» The Science behind Pixar Exhibition organized by the STEM Team and the
VA department (S.2 & S.4)

* A workshop conducted by the Hong Kong Animal Assisted Therapy
Association (S.4) - A workshop about Sign Language (S.4)

2. To equip students with self-regulated learning skills and habits

2.1 To develop students’ habits to set goals and do reflection regularly in their studies

» Workshops about goal setting (S.1-S.6) have been conducted in the first term
and will continue in the second term [CLP Team|.

» S.6 students’ expected grades and guidelines were sent to class teachers and
subject teachers to take follow-up action.

2.2 To promote pre-lesson preparation habits through Flipped Learning

» Pre-lesson videos [Mathematics (S.3), Science (S.1 & S.2)] have been sent to
students and this practice will continue throughout the academic year.

» The practice of doing a pre-lesson test [Chinese Language (S.3-S.6)] has been
introduced and will continue throughout the academic year.
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» Home experiment (Science, S.1)

To equip junior form students with various learning strategies through training
workshops and application in their studies

» Workshops were conducted by an external service provider from October 2021
to January 2022. The topics of the workshops were:

» S.1: Active Provision skills
 S.2: Active Provision Skills.
e S.3: Forensic Science

» A survey that was designed to help students identify their learning styles was
conducted and the learning style reports were distributed to students so that
they could adapt their studying techniques to their learning styles.

+ Students did assignments related to note processing skills (Science, S.1)
and mind-mapping skills (CS, S.4)

To encourage students to do self-revision and peer learning through self-designed
questions (S.1-S.3), subject-based resource banks and HKEdCity OQB (S.4-S.6)

» Students have been encouraged to design questions about different subjects
(Biology, Geography and Mathematics) since September 2021.

» The Online Question Bank platform from HKEdCity has been opened to senior
form students since September 2021.

» A Mathematics eLearning Platform (S.2 and S.3) was created to support
students’ self-directed learning. Teaching materials, video tutorials, exercises
of different levels of difficulties, were uploaded to the platform so that students
could take charge own learning by choosing what to revise and revisit, and how
to access the content.

More than 20 tutorial groups for senior form students on different electives were
organized in order to help students prepare for their exams. Old boys were
recruited as tutors.

3. To promote teachers’ professional sharing culture in school

3.1 To boost a sharing culture by inviting teachers from different KLAs to open their
classrooms for peer lesson observation with a focus on either self-regulated
learning or flipped learning designs or values education

» 22 Department Heads including 3 deputy heads and 3 Assistant Principals
opened their classrooms

» More than 90% teachers engaged in peer lesson observation

3.2 To share self-regulated learning and flipped learning lesson designs through
building subject-based resource banks
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B. To instill positive values into students and nurture them
into upright and committed citizens

1. To promote the well-being of our students
1.1 To arouse students’ awareness of the importance of well-being
» S.4 to S.6 Inter-Class Indoor Rowing Competitions (conducted by the PE
Department) were held during the LWL periods in October.

2. To cultivate positive values among students
2.1 To provide holistic learning experiences both inside and outside classrooms to
students for the promotion of core values
Promotion of the nine positive values have been launched by subject
departments.

The CLD Curriculum (designed by the CLP Team) for S.1 to S.6 have been
implemented during the LWL periods.

The Student Leader Inauguration Ceremony (organized by the ECA Team) was
held on 15 November 2021. Discipline Prefects, Counselling Prefects, House
Captains, Library Prefects, Student Ambassadors, and student leaders from
the Moral & Civic Education Team, CLP Team, Environmental Protection Team,
Health & Sex Education Team, and Social Service Team were awarded badges
and presented their Performance Pledges.

» A board display showing respect and gratitude to the school janitors was
initiated by the LWL Team in November. Students wrote messages to praise and
thank the janitors’ contributions during Class Teachers’ periods. The messages
were collected and displayed on a board.

The Inter-class Board Display Design Competition was held by the Discipline
Team in the first term. Each level of students was assigned a theme for their
display board. (S.1 Filial Piety, S.2 Responsibility, S.3 Care for others, S.4
Healthy Lifestyle, S.5 Perseverance, S.6 Brotherhood). The result of the
competition will be announced in the second term.

3. To enhance students’ understanding of their rights and responsibilities
so as to strengthen their readiness to serve
3.1 To provide opportunities to students in actualizing their rights and responsibilities by
shouldering duties in the 160th Anniversary events
» The Badge Award Scheme for the 160th Anniversary was launched in
December. Students who have patrticipated or served in the 160th Anniversary
activities will be awarded a bronze, silver, or gold badge.

3.2 To arouse students’ global awareness and their roles to play as global citizens
» A talk on ‘Racial Harmony’ was held on 5 November 2021 for S.2 and S.3
during LWL periods. Speakers from the Race Relations Unit of the Home Affairs
Department gave the talk. The talk covered topics such as culture, costumes,
festivals of some ethnic minorities in Hong Kong.
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A Forest Fire: A Short Story

4B Yu Cheuk Ki Gabriel
PartV

During the next few hours, Neville Windsor sat on a stone slab mesmerized, by the life story of
Phoebe Denver. She enumerated almost every detail of her life, at least those that she still had
memory of. “Forgive me, Mister Windsor. I, of course, would like to tell you my life up to now with
the utmost precision, but time has turned fidelity into capacity,” she said with an apologetic flourish.

Then she began. She started from the very moment when she had the ability to remember things.
What she told him in the beginning was largely unimportant and trivial, not worthy of attention at
all, but he still listened with intent, mostly because he was stunned by the vast amplitude of her
memory.

Gradually, she pushed onwards to her years as a child, and suddenly, everything was much more
interesting. She spoke to Neville about her mother, with such a moving earnestness that one could
deduce, without the slightest tinge of doubt, that the girl sitting in front of Neville was incredibly fond
with the woman who had borne her.

"My mother,” she sighed longingly, “‘was the kindest, the most loving, the best person among all
in the world. She... well, she was the 364th Fire Elemental." Neville recalled that Phoebe had
mentioned that she was the 365th Fire Elemental, which would mean that her mother was also a
Fire Element, her predecessor, to be exact. Which was something worth noting of in itself. Her face
clouded over once again, and there was one sort of a mournful look in her eyes. Neville felt the
impulse to ask her what was troubling her, but ultimately decided to shut his mouth up. He intended
to let Phoebe tell the thing without prompting, because if he did, there might be unpredictable
effects.

“You see, as a descendent of an Elemental, | inherit a portion of my mother’s Elemental abilities,"
she said. “I cannot demonstrate them to you, for because my Elemental powers would overshadow
them, they are much greater than that | had obtained from my mother as a fetus.”

Then she moved on through his life, talking little about her father, whom she claimed to be the
second person on Bering loved the most by her, before moving on. She began talking in depth
about her mother, Helena. Phoebe described her time spent with her mother as vividly as she
could. From what Nevillecould gather, her childhood was filled with joy, excitement, and content
on a day-to-day basis. She spent most of her time with a person no other than her mother, walking
in the woods, planting flowers, flying kites, cooking, reading books, and so much more. He
understood now why she had recounted these days with such endearment.

"I think | mentioned that evil man Hydrid before,” she conjectured, pausing her monologue with
something which vaguely sounded like curses. "For two hundred years, he — " "Two hundred
years? echoed Neville incredulously, who immediately felt guilty for interrupting her. “Yes," replied
Phoebe. “He was born two centuries ago. In order to accomplish his goal for getting rid of us
Elementals, the man, as he aged, bit by bit, he removed his old body parts and replaced them with
mechanical ones, prosthetics. Only his skin and his brain are organic. This is quite mind-blowing,
isn’t it? | personally think it as the most horrid, gruesome thing ever. She shuddered.

Her tone darkened as she continued. “When | was ten, on a sunny July afternoon, my mother
suggested going to the forest behind our house and looking for some flowers. | agreed, and she
told me to wait for her at the corner of Kearny Street after finishing lunch She had told me that she
needed to go buy something. | quickly finished my plate of salad, and walked over to where we
would meet. But when | got there, | couldn't see her. | looked around, and I... | saw... saw..."She
was trembling violently, her voice quavering uncontrollably.
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/Tears streamed down her cheeks. “I saw a body lying on the street. | ran over at a speed th)
I had never achieved before. As soon as | had approached, | recognized what it was. She was
wounded all over her body, blood gushing profusely out of gashes. Already there was a pool of
thick, red liquid on the ground. There she was, the person who | adored the most, dying in front
of me on the ground," Phoebe sobbed, "I kneeled over her, calling out for her again and again,
crying desperately for her. Her eyes rolled over and saw me. She managed to smile, even though
it was feeble. ‘Phoebe,” she had whispered. “Mother, mother," | had cried, "what happened to
you?" She said nothing, but still smiled at me, a mother’s love in her eyes. | knelt down. | was too
overwhelmed. She stroke my head tenderly, as if | was the person who needed to be comforted
and helped, not her. Then the stroking ceased. Her hand just ... froze there. She stared ahead, not
blinking at all.”

She regained a part of her composure, but she was still sniffling. "I shook her inanimate body many
times, and screamed for her until my throat felt like it would tear apart. And yet she did not respond.
That was when | knew she was dead.”

“Just then, | noticed something unusual fly past my eyes. | looked up in its direction, and saw the
most hideous, horrifying thing | had ever seen in my life."

“It was a robot, constructed with fine threads of metal. It resembled a human, but its limbs ended in
sharp blades. It did not have regular eyes. Instead, there were a dozen holes upon its face, emitting
an eerie red light, which disappeared and formed consistently. Its body was dripping something
goo-like and had a lustre of dull metal.

“The thing stared at me, its eyes filled with pure evil. Then it leaped high up into the air, and went
out of sight.

“I had no idea what it was at that time, but now | know it as one of Hydrid’s creations, designed to
hunt us down and destroy us. And that robot was the—*

The whole cave shook. Both of them looked up, and found the ceiling to be cracking apart. Bits
of dirt flaked down towards the ground. There were harsh, hollow sounds of hard objects banging
against the stone.

“Speak of the devil,” said Phoebe, her eyes still red, bitterness and hate in her voice. “It appears
that Hydrid has found us.”

Epilogue

The entirety of Harmand Forest ceased to smoke now, except for an insignificant portion, where
trees had either been unreservedly incinerated or horrifically charred.

Splayed across the ground was the corpse of a machine, once human in shape, now mutilated
beyond recognition. lts numerous eyes had lost their menacing red glow. Its joints were heavily
damaged, but its appendages were still twitching subtly.

On the ground, there were a few drops of blood and a needle, so thin that it was virtually invisible.
It was dented at its pointed tip, to such an extent that one could guess, with fair certainty, that it had
hit something hard before falling to the ground.

Nobody had seen what caused the robot to end up like that, with the exception of two humans: one
who was the person herself who had slain the beast, the other, a man who had, with his wit and
fast-thinking, saved the former from unmistakable death.

The Elementals were still unknown to the human race on the whole, but for now, one more person
had obtained knowledge about the four gifted ones.

A month from now, an inspector knocked upon a door on Kearny Street. Almost instantly, there
Qng footsteps behind the door, joyous giggles trailing after the energetic strides. j
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